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the determination of the electrical conductivity furnishes
a convenient means of attaining our end. Ceteris pan-
bus, the conductivity (of waters that do not contain too
large an amount of salt) is proportional to the amount of
salt they contain.*

Of very great interest both practically and theoretically
are the investigations of Paul and Kronig. f

DISINFECTION IN THE LIGHT OF THE THEORY  OF ELECTRO-
LYTIC  DISSOCIATION.
These authors studied the germicidal action of various
salts, bases, and acids, halogens, oxidising substances, and
several organic compounds in aqueous, alcoholic, and ethe-
real solutions of various concentrations. In all the experi-
ments the temperature was kept constant, since only
under such conditions can comparable results be obtained.
We have already seen from the observations of Koch,
Henle, Pane, and Heider (see p. 66) that the disin-
fectant action of a solution increases when the temper-
ature is increased. As subjects for experiments, Paul and
Kronig used most commonly anthrax spores (Bacillus
* See Kohlrausch and Holborn, Leitvermogen der Elcktrolyte,
Leipzig 1898, and the applications to the field of hygiene by v. d.
Plaats, Verslag omtrent de Vcrrichtingen van de GesBondhoidscom-
missie der Gemeente Utrecht 1900, 49. P. Th. Miiller, Compt.
rend. 132, 1046 (1901).
t Zeitschr. f. Hygiene und Infektionskrankheiten 25, 1 (1897),
and Zeitschr. f. physik. Chem. 21, 414 (1896). See also Paul,
Zeitschr. f. angewandte Chem. 14, 333. The same: Entwurf xur
einheitlichen Bestimrnung chemischer Desinfcktionsmittel, Berlin
1901. Paul and Sarwey: Experimentaluntersuchiingcn iibcr Hiindc-
desinfektion, Miinchener mediz. Wochenschr. No. 49, 5.1 (1899);
No. 27-31 (1900); No. 12 (1901) and Centralbl. f. Gyniikol. No. 42
and 49 (1900). Cited from reprints.